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ranted conclusion, as no studies of this sort appear to have been pub-
lished. In any event, this possibility would have to be examined for
each industry sector.

The trade association sets the pattern for industry's technical coop-
eration of a public nature. However, the growth in formal linkages
that include cooperation between a company's internal technical ac-
tivities and those activities external to the company has taken place
largely through private cooperative agreements. This occurs as an in-
tegral component in a joint venture.

In an earlier section, we pointed out the international character of
every large corporation. This is very often implemented by a joint
venture between a U.S. and foreign company, which has become a
common mechanism for new business development that combines
specific and well-defined assets of each company (there can be more
than two) to pursue an agreed-upon business plan. While new tech-
nology is not necessarily involved, the joint venture is very often
based upon a technical advance by one partner. Thus, technical coop-
eration involving people and, quite likely, technical groups from each
company is a frequent feature of such ventures. There is either adapta-
tion of new technology or a common development effort. When we
consider the extent to which joint ventures involving two or more
countries have multiplied in use throughout all industry sectors, this
mechanism probably constitutes the most significant and effective
form of technology transfer within the OECD countries.

Several instances have arisen for private technical cooperation
among a number of companies that involve the internal technical
groups within the companies to a considerable extent. These have
been necessitated by the complexity of the undertaking, the need for
different technical contributions, or the sheer cost of the effort. One
obvious example is the Concorde, involving Aerospatiale and British
Aircraft, Ltd. Another is the establishing of major consortia to de-
velop ocean mining systems, production, and sales, which involve
giant U.S., European, Canadian, and Japanese companies. The recent
intensity in microelectronics developments has led to the establish-
ment of MCC, consisting of a substantial R&D effort funded by such
major U.S. firms as Control Data Corporation (CDC), Honeywell,
and Sperry (but not IBM), as a private effort to create major technical
advances. Six European auto companies initiated an agreement in
1980 to conduct cooperative R&D in areas of common interests (Brit-
ish Leyland, Peugeot, Fiat, Volkswagen, Renault, and Volvo).

Beyond these private efforts, as well as the "public" cooperation of
the trade associations, there have been a number of major attempts to